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Abstract

The purposes of this study were as follows: to investigate community participation in educational
management; to compare community participation in school management in relation to school
administrators' gender, academic standing, residence, and based on school size, school type as well as
school location; and to examine suggestions on community participation in educational management. The

sample consisted of 127 schools under Nakhon Si Thammarat Primary Educational Service Area Office 2.
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The school administrators were selected as key informants using stratified and simple random sampling
methods and Krejcie and Morgan's table for sample size determination with 95 percent confidence. The
data collection instrument was a five-point rating scale questionnaire with an I0C between 1.00 to 1.00 and
a coefficient alpha of .969. The statistics used in the analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation,
One-way ANOVA, and Least Significant Different test.

The findings revealed that 1) the overall and individually considered aspects of participation in
educational management were at high levels. 2) There were no differences in participation of different
genders, academic standings, and residences. Schools with different sizes and types had no differences in
community participation, whereas schools with different locations had a statistically significant difference
in their community participation at .05 level. and 3) To further develop community participation in
educational management, schools should include villagers' participation in the school management, such
as educational supervision, procurement, the recruitment and appointment of government teachers and

educational personnel, and an internal control system.
Keyword: Community Participation, Educational Management, Primary Education
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